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Filed for intro on  04/29/2004

HOUSE RESOLUTION 368
By  McMillan

A RESOLUTION regarding the registration and evaluation of
dental assistants.

WHEREAS, the registration and appropriate evaluation of dental assistants may be an

issue that concerns the health and safety of the citizens of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, the education of dental assistants for compliance with professional

standards and current educational requirements must be adequate to address the health

concerns of Tennesseans, but must not preclude the employment of an adequate number of

dental assistants to serve the dental needs of Tennesseans; and

WHEREAS, the recent changes in the evaluation and testing of dental assistants has

resulted in fewer dental assistants that are eligible to provide services for Tennesseans; now,

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that the Professional

Occupations Subcommittee of the Health and Human Resources Committee of the House of

Representatives is charged with reviewing and evaluating the need for a registration

examination for dental assistants.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Professional Occupations Subcommittee is

charged with reviewing and evaluating current information regarding the curriculum provided by

various dental assisting programs available in Tennessee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Professional Occupations Subcommittee is

charged with reviewing current information regarding the number of dental assistants that are

needed in Tennessee to address the dental requirements of Tennesseans, and whether the

registration of an increased number of dental assistants is needed to address the dental needs

of Tennesseans.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Professional Occupations Subcommittee is

charged with reviewing the dental assisting evaluation that is to be completed by the Tennessee

Board of Dentistry no later than September 2004, taking into consideration its findings regarding

the need for a registration examination for dental assistants, the number of dental assistants

needed in Tennessee and the existing curriculum for training those dental assistants, and that

the Professional Occupations Subcommittee shall submit a report and recommendations

regarding the adequacy and fairness of the proposed evaluation and whether the evaluation will

allow for an adequate number of dental assistants to be registered in Tennessee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all appropriate state agencies and the Tennessee

Dental Association shall provide assistance to the Professional Occupations Subcommittee

upon request of the chair or the chair's designee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Professional Occupations Subcommittee is

charged with reviewing the Tennessee Board of Dentistry's progress regarding implementation

of expanded duties for dental auxiliaries as defined in § 63-5-108(d).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Professional Occupations Subcommittee shall

timely report its finding and recommendations, including any proposed legislation, to the One

Hundred Fourth General Assembly no later than February 5, 2005.


